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Friday, December 16, 1955

THE PRELUDE

What for Christmas?

What to buy Mom for Christmas or Dad or Sis or Harry is a
query of good standing. You can hear it repeated as many as five
times a day, every day of the week, from Thanksgiving to the night
before Christmas. And the holiday season as well as any other usually

finds the high schooler in a state
of pecuniary embarrassment.

Unfortunately, you don’t get
union rates for attending school.
Even those of us who are skillful
enough to manage a part-time job
admit we don’t find smooth sail-
ing in the financial department.
But Christmas on a budget can be
just as much fun as the 4th of
July. To help you along here are
a few pocket-conscious sugges-
tions:

This year why not take Mom
out of the kitchen, away from her
pots and pans, and show her you
think of her as the feminine lady
she is. Give her the April showers
and spring gardens all blended
into one. Cologne and dusting
powder will help lighten the years
and grighten the disposition.

How about a pipe for Dad to
satisfy his tobacco hunger? If
he has plenty of those, why not
a sturdy pipe rack or a colorful
tobacco pouch. A substantial
supply of his favorite tobacco
‘may not be a bad idea. It will
save those disappointing “run-
outs.”

If Sis is an average sis (8 to
28), she’d probably love a chic
“hat-box” overnight case. Pack-
ing her belongings for a pajama
party is transformed from a chore
to a joy. Come summer, beach
parties will be all the more fun
with a smooth-toting case. They
come in a variety of pastels or
plaids to suit Sis’s taste.

Wool Argyles for warmth and
style will please Harry beyond
satisfaction. If you’re handy
with the knitting needles, so
much the better. If not, telling
him he’s the “Argyle type” will
even ine score.

If Harry or Someone Special is
in. the service—well, that’s the
easiest of all. A hearty supply of
chocolate brownles and Christ-
mas cookies and homemade fudge
will bring home and you near for
the holidays.

uletlde Rep Ort
On Shoppers

By John Calandro

Last week, as one of my numer-
ous research projects in which I
study the behavior of the average
American-American, I visited the
downtown shopping district. The
purpose of my visit — to study
the Christmas Shopper. Eleven
months of the year the Christmas
Shopper is a normal, average
American housewife. But when
sududenly she awakens to the
startling fact that there are only
thirty shopping days until Christ-
mas, she rushes into that mad-
house of activity which centers
about department stores, curio
shops, furniture stores, bargain
basements, and discount houses.

Wielding a check book and
charge plate, and aided by a
pitiful-looking package-carrier
(hubby), she rushes (I clocked
one at sixty mph) from store
to store in search of gifts for
Aunt Minnie, Cousin Igor, Uncle
Joe, Aunt Hester, et cetera, et
cetera, et cetera

Goaded on by the blaring of
“Jingle Bells” over nerve-shatter-
ing loud-speakers, the Christmas
Shopper elbows, . shoves, pulls,
pushes, kicks, climbs, and crawls
until finally, in a moment of su-
preme triumph, she buys her last
gift.

Wearily our heroine returns
home to soak her feet, rest her
nerves, and worry about her
overdrawn hank aceount. The
Christmas Shopper will recover
from her adventure. As for
yours truly, well, the doctor
says my nerves may never be
the same. Oh well, T'll probably
be home by Christmas.

Merry Christmas, everyone!

M y Most Unforgettable Character

By Guest Writer Judy Hafford

For reasons of my own, I prefer
that the name of my most unfor-
gettable character remain anony-
mous.

I met her for the first time
in my sophomore year at St.
Anthony High School in Detroit.
She is one of the fine School
Sisters of Notre Dame. I had
heard a great deal about her be-
fore I had ever laid eyes on her.
In my freshman year she was a
person to be feared but, in my
sophomore year, she was one to
be admired, trusted, and remem-
bered. '

Sister’s job before God was to
teach the children in her care.
This she did and did well.

Every lesson was taught in an
interesting manner. The lessons
were reviewed and, if we did not
know them, they were drilled
constantly. If we did not know
them after that we were given
a reprimand that frightened us
back into reality. We did no more
dreaming. but worked and studied
and, with a little more drilling,
we knew our lessons not for just
a day, or a week, or a month.
Oh no! After all that drilling
our knowledge wasn't easily lost.

Sister was never so occupied
that we could not ask for and
receive her wise advice and help.

Any assignments that went to
Sister. had to be pretty close to
perfect. Rather than hand in a
slovenly paper it was better to
hand in none at.all. This policy
of doing things well we can
apply throughout our lives. We

should never do a job half way
but always do it to the best of
our ability.

At the beginning of the year
Sister told us if we treated her
fairly she would give us a fair
deal, too. She lived up to her
promise to the fullest extent.

Another beautiful trait of Sis-
ter’s character was her love of
children. Her stories about the
little ‘“kiddies” she had come in
contact with were heart warming
to hear and the gentleness and the
pleasure in her face when she
told of them was a joy to see.
The words and the look on her
face seemed so typical of Our
Blessed Mother. Surely, it seems,
Mary would have looked and
talked like Sister did about her
little “kiddies.”

Many sophomores have met, are
meeting this year, and shall meet
Sister in the years to come. I'm
sure she will be to them as she
has been and always shall be to
me, a truly unforgettable person.

Qu&ﬁZifer ee?

Next time you play scrabble try
“quetzal” which would get rid of
the “q” and the “z.”

The quetzal, national emblem of
Guatemala, is a large tropical bird
which was worshipped by the
Aztecs and Mayas.

Try “quetzal” or, even better,
“quartziferous.”
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Numerous Attractions Had

At Ford YVillage, Belle Isle

To most students, history is a
rather dead subject about dead
people. This fact, however, is dis-
puted as history comes to life in
two places in Detroit. Greenfield
Village and the Henry Ford Mu-
seum bring to the present the pio-
neer spirit which built America.

As Henry Ford said when they
began building “The Village,”
“When we ‘are through we shall
have produced American life as
lived; and that, I think, is the best
way of preserving at least'a part
of our history and tradition.”

The Village alone consists of
nearly 100 buildings — historic
homes, shops, schools, mills, stores,
and laboratories — occupying over
200 acres. To the more than 800,-
000 persons from our country and
foreign ‘countries who visit the

What a Job !

Village it is an inspiring sight.

The Henry Ford Museum is
spread over 14 acres and con-
tains vast and varied collections
which portray the major aspects
and development of our nation
from pioneer days to the present
time.

The front of the immense struc-
ture is composed of architectural
reproductions
Hall, Congress Hall, and the Old
City Hall of Philadelphia.

* * *

One point of interest in Detroit
which is unique for its beauty and
recreational facilities is Belle Isle.
Whether one’s interest is nature,
sports, or just relaxation, this
island has them all.

For sports lovers there are

2,200 Fed Daily

Almost all the residents of De-
troit and the tourists coming to
the Automobile City have visited
the Detroit Zoological Park locat-
ed at Twelve Mile and Woodward.
But few realize the amount of
food and work which goes into
keeping the animals healthy and
comfortable.

The king-sized provider is Frank
MecInnis, director of the Zoo. His
“faily” ranges from the smallest,
the yellow-winged sugar bird, to
the mammoth elephant.

A local grocer wouuld find it

Season Albums
To Your Taste

A familiar scene during this
season in a million homes across
the U. S. is that of a family peace-
fully settled around the Yule
tree listening to and perhaps join-
ing in with the traditional Christ-
mas songs.- Record albums re-
leased for Christmas ’55 represent
a wide variety of musical taste.
Yours is sure to be satisfied.

If you enjoy hearing a chorus
sing the traditional carols, you
can choose between “The Voices
of Christmas” featuring the voice
of Walter Schumann—you’ll get
a few Negro spirituals in this one
—or the Canterbury Choir singing
“Beloved Christmas Hymns and
Carols.” Perennial favorites Fred
Waring and the Pennsylvanians
issued one entitled “The Night
Before Christmas.”

If you like the big production
sound, Hugo Winterhalter’s “Deck
the Halls” or Mantovani’s “Christ-
mas Carols” will make a hit with
you. Liberace’s fans will .be glad
to spend “Christmas at Liber-
ace’s.” :
If you like a story-telling

album be sure to fest Loretta
Young’s “Littlest Angel” and
Lionel Barrymore’s “Christmas
Carol.”

If you want a different idea
behind your albums, investigate
the Christmas album featuring
Paul Mickelson playing the sym-
phonic coullon and vibraharp, or
“Chimes for Christmas Time”
with Lew White at the organ and
Fredrico at the chimes.

Ernest Hansen’s “Christmas
Music From Around the World”
takes you to 37 countries. You'll
hear Adeste Fidelis in Portugese
and Angels on High sung in
French. You will also hear an
18th century glass instrument.

Lastly, you can “spend Christ-
mas with” Frank Sinatra, Jo Staf-
ford, Eddie Fisher or the Four
Aces. The daddy of them all,
Bing Crosby, says in a very spe-
cial way, “Merry Christmas”.

Make Christmas ’55 a musical
one.

hard to fill an annual order.
Typical: 55,000 Ibs. of bread;
28,000 Ibs. of herring; 13,500
Ibs. of bananas; 34,500 Ibs. of
carrots, 36,000 1lbs. of mixed
hay; 71,000 Ibs. of horse meat;
and 1,400 Ibs. of peanutus.

Meclnnis’s charges consist of 700
mammals and 1,500 birds, each of
which has a carefully planned
diet.

For instance, the lions are
fed a 12-pound hunk of horse
meat six times a day. But they
observe one fast day, Monday,
to keep a trim waist-line.

Aided by a veterinarian McIn-
nis daily checks each animal. And
they do a sharp job, too. After
all, it isn’t everyone who can tell
whether a hippopotainus is put-
ting on weight.

of Independence .

baseball diamonds, tennis courts,
a nine-hole. golf course, and,
more seasonally, the skating pa-
vilion. This last, situated at
Wayside Place and Lake Ta-
homa, is the center of -island
activities during the winter.
Belle Isle Conservatory is a
paradise for those interested in
flowers. It has six shows a year,
each devoted to certain types of
flowers. In January, calciolarios
and primroses are shown; in May,
hydrangeas and fuchias. Chrysan-
themums are exhibited in Novem-
ber. At Christmas time there are
poinsettias, stevia, and Cleveland
cherries; at Easter, lilies, hya-
cinths; and rhododendrons. At any
other time of the year different
kinds of floral specimens, from
grasses to trees, are displayed.
Belle Isle boasts the sixth larg-
est aquarium in the world. Its
glassed-walled tanks contain 45
species of native North American
fish.

There are several beautiful
fountains on the island, largest
of which, is the Scott Memorial
Fountain. Made of white marble,
this classic structure was built
in memory of a pioneer leader.

Another of Belle Isle’s fountains
is located in the rose gardens
which adjoin the conservatory. It
is the Barbour Memorial -Foun-
tain. Figures of various animals
found on the island are carved in
the rim of a shallow ‘basin. Around
the base or central shaft are fig:
ures of a hawk, a rabbit, and those
animals which were once native
to Belle Isle. Above the marble
block a bronze gazelle, poised in
mid-flight, stands with swerving
head and forelegs.

These are only a few of the
many aitraciions to be found on
Belle Isle.

‘On the Air’ ‘
r Inside Radio, TV

MAKE THAT CONVERSION!

A major radio-television firm
has a new idea. A little device
which when attached will con-
vert a radio into a television set
will be experimented on by Gen-
eral Electric Corporation.
FREQUENCY MODULATION

Every major radio station in
Detroit and almost all of the small
ones are adding ‘AM and FM to
their call letters. What FM is, is
something all of us do not under-
stand. It is an outstanding type of
broadcasting which cuts off all the
static and background noises. It
has high fidelity of tone and
there’s nothing like it for receiv-
ing fine music. It is taken in on
the high frequency band which
means that in most cases a special
radio is needed. However, most
new radios pick up FM broadcasts
because of the new band put on
them before they are sold. You
can buy adapters to attach to regu-
lar radios which sell for as low as
$15. A certain radio company puts
out an FM radio for twenty-five
smackers.

FIGURES, FIGURES

The New York World Telegram
has just published some figures
concerning radio and television
that T thought would be of great
interest. In the U.S.A. there is a
total of 75,000,000 radios. In the
world there are some 146,000,000
sets. Some 75,000 TV sets are in
the United States. These figures
give you some idea of the part
radio plays in the shaping of the
world. Someday not in the far fu-
ture we will find television doing
the same thing.

TALKING ABOUT THE
POWER OF RADIO

The radio station in upper
Michigan that tried to find out if
anybody was listening went about
it the hard way. Seems a circus
train was in town. The announcer

told the people about this and
later interrupted a program to let
everyone know that the animals.
were escaping. People closed: up
shop, . locked doors, and closed
schools and. the ‘station was fined
by the FCC and taken into court.
“’Taint no way to find out if

people are listening,” said the
judge.
readin, ritin,
rithmetic

JUDY MEYERS

GOLDILOCKS STRIKES!
“Prince to - Wed Commoner;
Owner of Glass Slipper Found.”
Doesn’t sound very newsy to you?
The journalism class has learned
to make even “old” news like this
sound fresh and new. They put
their knowledge to work when
each student wrote up some “old”
story like this in newspaper style.

Celine Ouellette, 120, got the
scoop on the fall of Adam, Mar-
vin Mauch, 119, published the
facts in the case of Little Black
Sambo, and Beverly Yanitelli, 120,
exposed the story of Cinderella
and her prince.

EVERYBODY SING

Sing a song of turkey—but try
to sing it when the words are
written in shorthand. That’s what
Shorthand I students were called
upon to do in preparation for
Thanksgiving.

Repeat Rapidly
The Prelude’s tongue-twister for

this issue is “the soldier’s sore
shoulder.”

Again, the award for the repeti-
tion of it five times within twenty
seconds is a Peter Piper pin.
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